TOPIC: RESCUING AND MOVING VICTIMS

OBJECTIVES

After completing this topic, participants should be able to:

· Describe how to remain safe when attempting a water rescue.

· Describe how to remain safe at the scene of an electrical emergency.

· Describe what to do at the scene of a hazardous materials incident and other potentially unsafe environments.

· Describe the concept of triage.

· Explain situations in which a victim may have to be moved, and the various types of emergency moves that could be used.
Approximate Time: 5 minutes

Skill Practice: No

DVD Covers Points in Lesson: Yes

CASE PRESENTATIONS
Use the following scenarios or create others that provide a realistic opportunity to apply the concepts of this lesson. The scenarios can be used at any point in the lesson.

Scenario: High wind from a severe thunderstorm has just collapsed a building roof at your warehouse. At least a dozen workers are injured. How should you respond?

Scenario: You are the “lookout” for your coworker who is operating in a confined space. He suddenly collapses to his knees. How should you respond?

KEY POINTS

Water Rescue

· “Reach-throw-row-go.”

· Entering the water should be a last resort.

Ice Rescue

· Extend a pole or throw a line to a victim with a floatable object. Pull the victim toward shore or edge of ice.

Electrical Emergency Rescue

· Indoor electrocutions are often caused by faulty electrical equipment or careless use of electrical appliances.
· For indoor electrocutions, turn off the electricity at the circuit breaker, fuse box, or outside switch box before touching the victim.

· For high-voltage power line electrocutions, the power must be turned off by a professional before approaching a victim.

· If a power line has fallen over a car, tell the passengers to stay still in the car.
Hazardous Materials Incidents

· Signs of Hazardous Materials

· Signs on vehicles
· Spilled liquids or solids
· Strong, unusual odors
· Clouds of vapor

· Stay well away and upwind.

· Must have training and proper equipment to assist.
Motor Vehicle Crashes

· Stop and park your vehicle in a safe area. 
· Call 9-1-1.

· Turn on emergency hazard flashers.

· Make sure scene is safe.

· Turn off ignition of involved vehicle.

· Place flares or reflectors 250 to 500 feet before the crash location.

· If you suspect spinal injuries, stabilize the victim’s head and neck.

· Check and care for life-threatening injuries first.

Fires

· Get people out of the area.

· Call 9-1-1.

· Use fire extinguishers for small fires.

Confined Spaces

· A confined space is any area not intended for human occupancy, including trenches, tanks, silos, and vaults.

· A confined space may have or could result in a dangerous atmosphere.

· It requires special training and equipment to perform a rescue.

· Call 9-1-1.
· Only enter confined space if you have proper training and equipment.

· Check motionless victims first. 

· Provide care after the victim is removed.
Triage: What to Do with Multiple Victims

· The process of prioritizing or classifying numerous victims is called triage.

· Classify victims according to care and transportation priorities.
· Immediate Care (Highest Priority)
· Breathing difficulty
· Severe bleeding
· Severe burns
· Signs of shock
· Unresponsiveness

· Delayed Care (Second Priority)
· Burns without airway problems
· Major or multiple bone or joint injuries
· Back injuries with or without suspected spinal cord injury

· Walking Wounded (Low Priority)

· Minor fractures
· Minor wounds

· Dead (Lowest Priority)

Moving Victims

· A victim should not be moved unless there is an immediate danger.

· The major danger in moving a victim with head or back injury is the possibility of aggravating an injury.

· If you must move a victim with possible spinal injury, drag him or her in the direction of the long axis of the body.

· Drags
· Shoulder drag 

· Ankle drag 

· Blanket pull

· One-Person Moves
· Human crutch
· Cradle carry
· Fire fighter’s carry
· Pack-strap carry  

· Piggyback carry

· Two- or Three-Person Moves
· Two-person assist
· Two-handed seat carry
· Extremity carry
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